BOSTON 

PUBLIC 

LffiRARY 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Boston  Public  Library 


http://archive.org/details/environmentalblu1996bost 


1996  Environmental  Blueprint 

1995  Update  and  Action  Agenda  for  1996 


and 
ABCs  for  a  Sustainable  Boston 


Thomas  M.  Menino 
Mayor 
City  of  Boston 


Cathleen  Douglas  Stone 
Chief 
Environmental  Services  Cabinet 


SECTION  I 
STRIVING  FOR  A  SUSTAINABLE  BOSTON 

Last  year,  I  issued  the  first  Environmental  Blueprint,  which  set  forth  an 
ambitious  agenda  to  promote  a  safe  and  clean  Sustainable  Boston.  The  Blueprint 
called  for  a  dialogue  around  some  key  issues  and  opportunities  that  we  share  as 
residents  of  Boston's  neighborhoods.  The  Sustainable  Boston  Conference,  held 
this  past  October  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  Boston,  delivered  this 
discussion  with  vigor.  With  this  1996  Environmental  Blueprint,  the  discussion 
continues. 

When  I  spoke  at  the  conference,  I  was  struck  by  the  involvement  and 
rededication  of  community  leaders  and  neighborhood  residents  to  the  quality  of 
life  in  Boston.  Many  of  the  300  people  who  attended  the  conference  made 
recommendations  for  building  a  Sustainable  Boston.  Based  on  these  comments,  I 
am  proposing  the  following  operating  principles  for  the  management  of  Boston's 
abundant  natural,  historic  and  human  resources.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  specific 
recommendations  from  the  conference  have  set  the  framework  for  the  1996 
Environmental  Blueprint. 

In  addition  to  outlining  our  1 996  agenda,  the  following  pages  include  an 
update  on  our  achievements  from  last  year's  plan.  Throughout  this  report,  you 
will  also  see  what  we  call  the  ''ABC's  for  a  Sustainable  Boston''  —  comments  on 
how  to  build  a  Sustainable  Boston  for  all  of  us  today  and  for  our  children 
tomorrow.  They  come  directly  from  you  and  your  neighbors  who  participated  in 
the  Sustainable  Boston  Conference.  Let  me  thank  you  for  your  interest  in  the 
future  of  Boston.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  as  we  move  Boston  into  the 
21st  century. 


Thomas  M.  Menino 
Mayor,  City  of  Boston 
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OPERA  TING  PRINCIPLES 

Increase  the  quality  of  life  in  Boston  V  neighborhoods  as 
we  move  into  the  21st  century. 

Promote  the  idea  that  sustainable  practices  make  good 
economic  and  environmental  sense. 

Maintain  Boston  *s  natural  and  historic  resources  for  the 
benefit  of  local  neighborhoods. 

Consider  environmental  justice,  as  well  as  costs  and 

benefits,  in  economic  development  proposab,  and  land 

use  and  zoning  plans. 

Foster  neighborhood  feeling  and  strong  neighborhood 

associations.  Build  bridges  between  people  and 

neighborhoods. 

Strengthen  partnerships  with  environmental  advocates 

and  stewards,  and  build  new  alliances  to  maximize 
community  participation  in  environmental  planning  and 

decision-making. 

Tap  into  existing  resources  and  work  toward  collective 

solutions  with  those  who  live  and  work  in  Boston,  with 

businesses,  neighborhood  groups,  schools,  civic 

associations,  non-profits  and  public  agencies. 
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SECTION  II 
ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  CABINET 

From  Cathleen  Douglas  Stone,  Chief  of  Environmental  Services 

Mayor  Menino  and  I  issued  the  1995  Environmental  Blueprint  when  I 
had  served  seven  months  as  the  City's  first  Chief  of  the  Environmental  Services 
Cabinet.  Defining  my  role  in  this  job  has  proceeded  hand  in  hand  with 
implementing  the  Mayor's  vision  for  urban  environmentalism.  We  view  our  day- 
to-day  work  in  City  Hall  through  a  green  lens,  and  the  Blueprint  pulls  this  work 
together  into  the  City's  quality  of  life  agenda. 

As  you  read  the  1996  Environmental  Blueprint,  I  hope  you  will  see  the 
cooperative  relationship  that  the  Environmental  Services  Cabinet  has  forged  with 
its  frequent  partners,  the  City's  Economic  Development  and  Basic  City  Services 
Cabinets.  I  hope  you  will  see  how  many  initiatives  involve  our  cooperation  with 
other  areas  of  government,  whether  city,  state  or  federal,  and  with  the 
public/private  partnerships  that  implement  so  much  of  what  is  good  and  green  in 
our  society.  Most  of  all,  I  hope  you  see  your  comments  and  those  of  your 
neighbors  who  attended  last  fall's  Sustainable  Boston  Conference  and  who  gave 
feedback  on  our  1995  Blueprint.  This  community  input  pervades  the  1996 
Environmental  Blueprint. 

The  Blueprint  demonstrates  the  City's  willingness  to  find  solutions  and 
approaches  that  go  beyond  the  traditional  use  of  regulatory  tools.  Along  with 
enforcement,  the  City  strives  to  educate  and  work  with  residents  and  businesses  to 
address  urban  environmental  problems.  New  technologies,  along  with  community 
input,  will  help  us  to  identify  our  priorities. 
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From  the  community  reactions  and  comments  to  the  1995  Blueprint  and 
to  last  years  Sustainable  Boston  Conference,  we  have  compiled  seven 
recommendations  to  guide  Boston's  environmental  agenda: 


Build  a  Sustainable  Boston  to  promote  environmental  Justice  and  the 
quality  of  life  in  all  of  the  City's  neighborhoods. 

Acquire  and  maintain  public  open  space  and  expand  access 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all. 

Preserve  Boston's  historic  buildings,  places  and parklmtds. 

Promote  recyclings  reuse  and  reduction  of  wastes  at  home,  school  and  work. 

Enhance  transportation  options  and  experiences  for  getting 
from  place  to  place  by  land  or  by  sea. 

Make  sustainable  improvements  to  Boston 's  water  quality. 

Provide  the  leadership  to  "weave  an  environmental  conscience" 
into  Boston  *s  present  and  future. 


I  am  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  many  people,  staff  and 
volunteers,  who  work  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston's  constant  effort  to  improve 
our  quality  of  life.  As  always,  I  welcome  your  comments  and  suggestions  for  the 
Blueprint  itself  and  our  work  described  in  these  pages. 
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SECTION  III 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

From  participants  of  the  Sustainable  Boston 

Conference 


With  excerpts  from 
Building  a  Sustainable  Boston 

Remarks  of  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino 

Sustainable  Boston  Conference 

October  28,  1996 
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RECOMMENDATION  1 
Build  a  Sustainable  Boston  to  promote  environmental  justice 
and  the  quality  of  life  in  all  of  the  City's  neighborhoods. 

Some  people  would  say  that  "sustainability"  is  a  complex  idea  ~ 
an  elaborate  web  of  economic  and  environmental  theories.  But  once 
you  sift  through  the  fancy  terms,  it's  really  pretty  simple.  In  fact,  it  all 
boils  down  to  something  we've  been  promoting  here  in  Boston  for  years 

—  good  old-fashioned  neighborhood  pride. 

Time  and  time  again,  I've  said  that  the  greatest  goal  the  City  can 
accomplish  is  making  our  residents  proud  of  their  community,  proud  of 
their  schools,  proud  of  their  neighbors,  and  above  all,  proud  to  call 
Boston  home.  If  those  pieces  are  in  place,  everything  else  will  follow. 
Residents  will  be  eager  to  join  the  recycling  effort  and  keep  their  city 
clean.   They  will  invest  in  neighborhood  business  and  create  jobs.   They 
will  work  for  meaningful  school  reform  and  produce  an  educated 
workforce.   The  City 's  role  in  this  mission  is  simple  —  to  act  as  a  catalyst 
for  change.   That  means  we  get  the  ball  rolling,  then  rely  on  the  people 
of  this  city  to  keep  it  rolling. 

—  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino,  October  28, 1995  Address 
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RECOMMENBA  TION  2 

Acquire  and  maintain  public  open  space 

and  expand  access  for  the  emjoymenf  of  alL 


When  people  ask  me  what  distinguishes  Boston  from  other 
American  cities,  two  things  in  particular  always  come  to  mind  —  that 
Boston  is  a  walkable  city  and  a  city  on  the  water.  My  vision  is  for 
Boston  to  cultivate  those  strengths  together  so  that  residents  and  visitors 
alike  can  discover  the  joys  of  "walking  to  the  water. " 

Our  'walk  to  the  water'  campaign  is  not  only  about  downtown. 
It's  also  about  giving  our  neighborhoods  access  to  the  beauty  of  Harbor 
Park. ...  We  are  working  on  initiatives  like  the  Neponset  and  East 
Boston  Greenways  —  which  will  bridge  the  gap  between  our 
communities  and  the  downtown  and  waterfront. 

—  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino,  October  28, 1995  Address 
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RECOMMEND  A  TION  3 
Preserve  Boston's  historical  buildings,  places  and  parklands. 


Boston  has  always  been  a  city  that  respects  its  past.  We  value  the 
history  of  our  institutions,  our  structures,  our  people  and  our  cultures. 
Part  of  the  challenge  for  my  administration  is  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
past  —  while  forging  ahead  toward  a  future  of  opportunity  and  change. 


mCOMMENDATlOJS  4 

Promote  reduction,  reuse  and  recycling  of  wastes 
at  home,  school  and  work. 


/  want  to  share  with  you  a  letter  I  received  from  a  fifth  grader  at 
the  Tobin  School.  This  boy  from  Roxbury  wrote,  "Dear  Mr.  Mayor,  My 
teacher  told  us  about  what  you  said  about  keeping  the  schools  clean. 
I'm  going  to  do  my  part  by  not  littering  and  picking  up  trash  on  the 
ground.  I'm  going  to  do  my  best  work  at  all  times,  and  I'm  going  to 
read  as  much  as  I  can. "  I  can 't  tell  you  how  much  letters  like  this  one 
mean  to  me.  I  can  just  hear  the  excitement  in  this  boy's  voice  —  the 
thrill  of  discovery  that  he  —  a  little  boy  from  Roxbury  —  can  make  a 
difference.  For  me,  this  is  what  sustainability  is  all  about. 

--  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino,  October  28,  1995  Address 
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RECOMMENDA  TION  5 
Enhance  transportation  options  and  experiences 
for  getting  from  place  to  plac^  by  land  or  by  sea. 


We're ...  making  Boston  a  more  walkable  city  in  the  planning  of 
the  Central  Artery  Project.   When  the  highway  goes  underground,  we 
will  replace  the  metal  pilings  that  now  separate  us  from  our  waterfront 
with  a  pedestrian-friendly  system  of  walkways,  bike  paths,  and  local 
streets. 


RECOMMENDATION  6 

Make  Sustainable  Improvements  to  Boston's  Water  Quality* 


In  this  room  are  some  of  the  sharpest  minds  of  Greater  Boston  — 
men  and  women  at  the  forefront  of  preserving  our  natural  and  urban 
resources  for  the  twenty-first  century  and  beyond.   You  know  better  than 
anyone  that  it's  not  enough  to  pay  lip  service  to  environmental  issues. 
We  can 't  talk  about  clean  air,  clean  water  and  open  space  as  isolated 
issues.  Instead,  we  have  to  learn  to  weave  an  environmental  conscience. 
Instead,  we  have  to  discover  ways  in  which  the  environment  is  a 
valuable  tool  —  perhaps  our  most  valuable  —for  creating  a  twenty-first 
century  city  that  not  only  survives  but  thrives. 

—  Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino,  October  28, 1995  Address 
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RECOMMENDA  TION  7 

Provide  the  leadership  to  "weave  an  environmental  conscience*' 

into  Boston's  present  and  future. 

So,  let's  sustain  the  walkahle,  livable  city  on  the  water.  Let's 
treasure  our  past  and  keep  it  alive  for  the  our  children  and  our  great- 
great-grandchildren.  And  let's  sustain  and  nurture  the  spirit  that  keeps 
us  moving  forward.  It  is  this  spirit  that  has  brought  new  buildings,  new 
people,  and  new  ideas  to  Boston.   The  challenge  before  all  of  us  today  is 
to  lead  Boston  into  the  twenty-first  century  with  a  renewed  sense  of 
cooperation,  preservation,  and  motivation.  All  of  you  are  in  a  position 
to  accept  that  challenge  —  and  I  know  that  you  will. 

—  Mayor  Thomas  IM.  Menino,  October  28,  1995  Address 
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SECTION  IV 
ACTION  AGENDA  FOR  1996 


RECOMMENDA  TION  1 

Build  a  Sustainable  Boston  to  promote  environmental  justice 
and  the  quality  of  life  in  all  of  the  City^s  neighborhoods. 


•     Sustainable  Boston  Conference  -  Three  Hundred  participants  attended  the 
First  Sustainable  Boston  Conference  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
Boston  on  October  28,  1995.  Conference  feedback  has  provided  the 
foundation  for  the  1996  Environmental  Blueprint  and  for  the 
recommendations  that  frame  this  document. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  first  follow-up  forum,  Urban  Land  Acquisition 
Conference,  took  place  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  on  February  1,  1996. 
The  conference  drew  120  participants  who  discussed  open  space 
acquisition  strategies  for  the  Mayor's  $  250,000  open  space  capital  fund. 
Subsequent  Sustainable  Boston  events  are  slated  for  May,  June,  October 
and  December  1996.  Forums  are  planned  on  (1)  the  built  enviromnent, 
(2)  jobs  and  the  environment,  (3)  people  and  the  environment  and 
(4)  transportation  and  the  environment.  Mayor  Menino  will  celebrate  the 
first  year  of  the  project  in  October  when  he  will  present  awards  for 
projects  that  promote  a  Sustainable  Boston. 


Access  to  Boston's 
natural  resources  for 
enjoyment  by  all, 
regardless  of  means 
or  ability. 
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NEW 


•     Urban  Resource  Partnership  -  The  Urban  Resource  Partnership  is  a  coalition 
of  individuals,  community,  non-profit,  federal,  state  and  city  agencies.  The 
coalition's  mission  is  to  assist  urban  communities  and  neighborhoods  to 
address  concerns  with  social,  economic  and  environmental  dimensions. 


1996  Agenda  -  Chelsea  Creek  Pilot  Project  -  The  City  aims  to 
promote  environmental  justice  by  forming  a  watershed  coalition  and 
by  supporting  community-building  events  to  organize  Chelsea  and 
East  Boston  around  the  clean-up  and  revival  of  Chelsea  Creek.  The 
City  seeks  to  establish  links  between  the  Chelsea  Creek  and  the  East 
Boston  Greenway  projects. 


^ 


Bicycle  paths  for 
those  who  choose 
to  ride.  And  also  for 
Brownfields 
revitaHzation  and 
the  Blueprint, 
Environmental 
of  course. 


Neponset  and  East  Boston  Greenways  -  The  City  is  working  with  the  Boston 
Natural  Areas  Fund  (BNAF),  the  Trust  for  Public  Land  (TPL),  the  Greenways 
Neighborhood  Coordinating  Councils,  and  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  (MDC)  to  implement  their  $833,000  grant  from  the  Lila  Wallace 
-  Reader's  Digest  Fund.  In  November  1995,  Mayor  Menino  requested 
Conrail's  transfer  of  a  right-of-way  in  East  Boston  to  BNAF  and  TPL. 
Conrail  agreed,  and  the  transfer  has  become  a  major  step  toward  the 
completion  of  the  East  Boston  Greenway. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  and  its  departments  will  continue  to  coordinate 
with  BNAF  and  TPL  to  support  development  of  the  greenways,  to 
maximize  existing  resources,  and  to  identify  new  resources  and 
partnerships.  These  activities  include  coordinating  with  the  community 
and  the  State  on  the  MDC  Master  Plan  and  ACEC  (Areas  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern)  processes.  We  will  work  with  the  MDC  to  ensure 
that  funds  under  the  state  Open  Space  Bond  Bill  are  allocated  to 
implement  master  planning  on  Neponset  River/MDC  land.  The  City  will 
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NEW 


help  coordinate  the  BNAF/TPL  East  Boston  Greenway  master  planning 
process  with  the  Boston  Harbor  Association  and  the  Beaches  Commission 
process  to  improve  pedestrian  and  bicycle  access  in  the  Wood  Island  Bay 
►  and  Belle  Isle  Marsh  areas.  In  March  1996,  the  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department  received  a  state  grant  for  design  of  trails  and  access 
improvements  to  Mill  Pond,  part  of  the  Mother  Brook  Greenway  in  Hyde 
Park,  a  Neponset  Greenway-associated  project. 

•     Seaport  Study  -  In  1995,  the  City  inaugurated  East  Boston  Ferry  Service. 
Between  August  and  November  1995,  the  Museum  Route  connected 
waterfront  museums  by  boat,  the  result  of  partnerships  among  the  City  and 
museums.  In  March,  in  cooperation  with  Massport  and  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  the  City  released  the  Port  of  Boston  Economic 
Development  Plan.  This  Seaport  plan  outlines  a  vision  for  making  our  port 
more  competitive  in  the  global  marketplace,  while  benefiting  all  who  live, 
work,  and  visit  Boston's  harborside.  The  plan  calls  for  expanding  and 
upgrading  maritime  industries  with  state-of-the-art  facilities  that  meet 
environmental,  health  and  safety  standards.  It  also  calls  for  greater 
opportunities  for  tourism  and  water  transportation  to  keep  Boston's  economic 
engine  driving.  The  Seaport  Plan  will  play  an  important  part  of  Boston's 
future  as  a  worldclass  city  and  region. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  work  with  Massport  and  other  State 
agencies  to  implement  the  recommendations  of  the  Seaport  Study. 
Ongoing  work  includes  increasing  water  transportation  opportunities, 
developing  a  plan  for  the  watersheet,  supporting  the  dredging  of  Boston 
Harbor,  expansion  of  pedestrian  access  to  the  waterfront,  expansion  of 
cruise  ship  facilities  and  the  creation  of  a  prepermitted  mariculture  reserve 


\C\ 


Commitment  to  the 
community,  to  clean 

air,  water,  and  land. 
And  for 

communication, 
and  respect  for 
cultural  traditions  of 
longtime  Bostonians 
and  more  recent 
residents. 
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zone.  (Mariculture  is  aquaculture  in  brackish  water  or  seawater.) 


Aquaculture  Project  -  The  Environment  Department  is  initiating  a  pilot 
project  to  investigate  the  viability  offish  production  in  Boston  Harbor.  In 
December  1995,  the  Environment  Department  participated  in  the  Boston 
Harbor  Aquaculture  Forum  as  part  of  the  Seaport  Plan.  In  November  1995,  a 
potential  site  for  aquaculture  on  Moon  Island  was  transferred  from  the  Boston 
Water  and  Sewer  Commission  to  the  Public  Facilities  Department. 


O 


1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  initiate  a  Request  For  Proposals  for  an 
aquaculture  facility  on  Moon  Island.  The  City  jointly  with  Massport  and 
State  agencies  agree  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  preparing  a  site  in  the 
Boston  Harbor  for  a  Mariculture  Reserve  Zone. 

•     Inspectional  Service  Department's  Environmental  Justice  Efforts  -  The 

Inspectional  Services  Department  (ISD)  enforces  the  State  Building  Code  and 
the  State  Sanitary  Code.  With  legal  support  form  the  City's  Special 
Prosecution  Unit,  ISD  seeks  environmental  justice  for  people  who  live  in 
improperly  maintained  housing.  The  Housing  Enforcement  Awareness  Team 
(H.E.A.T.)  is  one  successful  component  of  ISD's  enforcement  efforts. 

1996  Agenda  -ISD  will  continue  the  reorganization  that  is  making  its 

Develonment  of  services  more  accessible  to  customers.  The  Housing  Division  now  is  open 

.      ,  ., .  seven  days  a  week,  and  ISD  has  adjusted  schedules  and  procedures  in 

SllStainaDlllty  other  Divisions  to  accommodate  residents  who  rely  on  this  Department. 

principles  and  The  Department  is  refocusing  its  efforts  creatively,  defining  responses  to 

Dractices  ^^^  challenges  from  our  City's  neighborhoods,  business  districts  and 

*  individual  residents.  For  all  the  change,  ISD  remains  firm  in  serving  as 
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protector  of  the  health  and  safety  of  our  smallest,  but  perhaps  most 
important  environment  ~  the  home. 


EXPANDED 


•     Boston  Environmental  Strike  Team  -  Working  under  the  direction  of  the 
Special  Prosecution  Unit,  the  Boston  Environmental  Strike  Team  coordinates 
environmental  law  enforcement  in  the  City  of  Boston  by  pulling  together  the 
resources  of  the  Chief  of  Environmental  Services,  Boston  Water  and  Sewer 
Commission,  the  Fire,  Police,  Law,  Health  and  Hospitals,  Code  Enforcement, 
and  Inspectional  Services  Departments  and  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Neighborhood  Services,  plus  the  Massachusetts  Water  Resources  Authority. 
BEST  has  closed  41  cases  against  health  and  enviroimiental  violators  since  its 
inception  in  1994.  Inspecting  sites  from  various  neighborhoods  including 
AUston,  Brighton,  Charlestown,  Dorchester,  East  Boston,  Hyde  Park,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Mattapan,  Roslindale,  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury,  BEST  responds  to 
complaints  from  neighborhood  community  centers,  neighborhood  community 
groups  and  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services.  These  complaints 
stem  from  the  unsafe  and  improperly  maintained  properties  including  illegal 
auto  body  and  repair  shops,  illegal  dumping  of  hazardous  waste,  illegal  solid 
waste  transfer  stations,  and  other  nuisances  that  degrade  the  quality  of  life  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  BEST  requires  owners  to  bring  their  property  into 
compliance  and  maintain  their  sites  in  accordance  with  applicable  law. 
Currently,  23  cases  are  pending. 

1996  Agenda  -  This  winter,  BEST  applied  a  state  statute  prohibiting  the 
illegal  dumping  of  certain  waste  to  the  dumping  of  polluted  snow  in  the 
harbor.  Fines  that  BEST  imposed  were  upheld  by  the  Housing  Court. 
BEST  is  seeking  a  City  Ordinance  that  will  allow  its  departments  charge 
backs  for  certain  expenses,  provide  for  training  and  equipment  and  for  the 
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costs  of  some  of  Team's  limited  responses.  BEST  also  seeks  to  broaden 
its  zone  enforcement  efforts. 


EXPA>fDED 


Brownfields  -  The  City  will  develop  a  plan  to  redevelop  environmentally 
contaminated  sites,  otherwise  known  as  Brownfields,  through  a  grant  from  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA).  The  City's  project  focuses  on  the 
Dudley  Square  neighborhood  in  Roxbury  and  hopes  to  establish  a  model 
approach  for  dealing  with  brownfields  City-wide. 


m 


Future.  Creating  the 
Boston  we  want  for 
ourselves  and  our 
children  today  and 
their' s  tomorrow. 


1996  Agenda  -  The  City  has  hired  a  Brownfields  Coordinator  to 
implement  a  $200,000  grant  from  the  EPA.  The  funds  will  be  used  to 
develop  a  plan  for  the  future  use  of  brownfields  in  the  Dudley  Square 
neighborhood.  The  plan  consists  of  identifying  and  mapping  all 
brownfields;  conducting  a  community  outreach,  education,  and 
participation  process  to  determine  the  desired  uses  for  the  sites;  and 
developing  a  model  for  disposition  and  redevelopment  of  the  sites.  The 
City  is  heading  the  Brownfields  Economic  Redevelopment  Initiative 
with  participation  from  EPA,  Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council,  the 
state  Department  of  Environmental  Protection,  state  Attorney  General, 
Alternatives  for  Community  and  Environment,  Nuestra  Communid 
Development  Corporation,  the  Environmental  Diversity  Forum,  and 
the  Dudley  Street  Neighborhood  Initiative. 


Main  Streets  Program  -  The  Mayor  is  instituting  the  Main  Streets  Program 
with  the  Public  Facilities  Department  to  revitalize  Boston's  neighborhoods 
and  encourage  economic  development.  The  Program's  ongoing  goal  is  to 
develop  and  strengthen  each  Main  Streets  organization,  which  includes 
business  owners  and  property  owners  in  each  of  the  eleven  districts.  The 
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Boston  Landmarks  Commission  helped  select  the  participants  in  the  first  year 
of  the  project. 


'  1996  Agenda  -  Main  Streets  aims  to  rehabilitate  50  to  75  facades  of 
commercial  structures.  The  City  will  undertake  a  campaign  to  promote 
the  profile  of  each  of  the  eleven  districts.  Each  district  will  perform  a 
market  analysis  to  determine  which  businesses  are  appropriate  for  it.  The 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission  is  coordinating  the  preservation  part  of 
the  program  with  the  Director  for  Boston's  Main  Streets  of  the  Public 
Facilities  Department  and  is  offering  selected  communities  information 
and  assistance  on  the  preservation  of  properties  and  district  planning. 

Project  Pride  -  This  ongoing  project,  through  the  Inspectional  Services 
Department  and  Public  Facilities  Departments,  boards  up  abandoned  buildings 
to  prevent  illegal  trespassing  and  use  as  drug  houses.  Inspectional  Services 
continues  to  enable  Project  Pride,  using  recycled  and  reclaimed  materials 
whenever  possible,  to  paint  attractive  window  boards  and  to  erect  white  picket 
fences  around  these  properties. 

Integrated  Pest  Management  -  The  City  is  applying  to  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  for  a  research  grant,  and  reapplying  for  an  environmental 
justice  grant  that  it  did  not  receive  in  1995,  to  evaluate  and  reduce  the  use  of 
pesticides  in  several  public  schools  and  housing  facilities.  The  City  is 
working  on  a  separate  management  program  for  its  public  housing  facilities. 
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History,  and  historic 

buildings  and  places, 
for  which  Boston  is 
famous.  And  hope, 
which  keeps  us 
striving  to  be  better. 


RECOMMENDA  TION  2 
Acquire  and  maintain  public  open  space 
and  expand  access  for  the  enjoyment  of  all. 


Emerald  Necklace  Centennial  -  America's  first  linked  urban  park  system  is 
celebrating  its  100th  anniversary.  The  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department,  as  its  steward,  will  not  only  celebrate  the  anniversary  but  also 
continue  to  implement  restoration  master  plans  that  will  leave  a  legacy  for 
2 1  St  century  Boston. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  centennial  celebration  will  take  place  in  Daisy  Field 
(Olmsted  Park)  in  June  1996.  Design  will  begin  on  path  improvements  for 
the  Riverway,  Ward  Pond  (Olmsted  Park),  and  for  the  renovation  of 
Mother's  Rest  Playground  in  the  Back  Bay  Fens.  The  City  will  complete 
construction  on  the  Darlene  Tiffany  Moore  Memorial  Playground  and  the 
Walnut  Avenue  Playground,  both  in  Franklin  Park,  due  to  a  city-federal 
partnership  created  by  a  $200,000  award  from  the  National  Park  Service 
Urban  Park  And  Recreation  Recovery  Program. 

Bridging  the  Emerald  Necklace  -  Boston  and  Brookline  secured  a  $900,000 
grant  from  the  state  Department  of  Environmental  Management's  Olmsted 
Historic  Preservation  Program  to  rehabilitate  bridges  and  their  landscapes  in 
the  Emerald  Necklace.  Four  bridges  and  their  associated  landscapes  will  be 
rehabilitated"  three  in  the  Riverway  and  one  in  Olmsted  Park. 

1996  Agenda  -  Contracts  are  being  processed  for  design  consultants. 
Construction  is  expected  to  begin  in  late  fall  1996  and  end  in  June  1997. 
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•     Managing  the  Emerald  Necklace 's  Forest  Resource  -  Franklin  Park  and 
other  areas  of  the  Emerald  Necklace  contribute  to  Boston's  urban  forest.  This 
parkland  forest  needs  improved  management  over  time  to  ensure  a  continuous 
cycle  of  tree  growth  and  its  overall  health. 


•     Boston  Common  -  The  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  is  working  to  foster 
partnerships  with  institutions  that  border  the  Common  and  other  stakeholders 
to  complete  the  Garage  and  Parade  Ground  Projects  with  the  Convention 
Center  Authority,  and  to  redesign  the  Tremont  Street  edge  with  the  MBTA. 
Two  partnerships  have  already  been  established:  (1)  a  corporate  group  for  the 
Frog  Pond  skating  rink/wading  pool  and  (2)  the  Emerson  Maintenance 
Agreement.  The  garage  project  is  substantially  complete.  A  $5.4  million 
capital  budget  from  a  variety  of  sources  funds  these  and  other  Boston 
Common  projects. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  expects  to  open  the  Parade  Ground  in  Fall  1996. 
The  Tremont  Street  Edge  Project  is  under  design.  In  late  Summer  1996, 
the  City  projects  construction  to  start.  Frog  Pond  construction  will  begin 
in  Spring  1996.    In  March  1996,  the  Tremont  Street  Preservation  Trust 
awarded  $37,000  for  construction  of  a  new  information/interpretation 
kiosk  at  the  Park  Street  Plaza  entrance.  The  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department  is  publishing  an  update  of  the  Boston  Common  Management 
Plan  with  new  management  guidelines  to  protect  the  Common.  It  will  also 
publish  a  new  interpretive  brochure. 


Involvement, 
individual  and 

collective,  to  work 
on  interim  and 
long-term  solutions, 
such  as  sustainability 
indicators  to  monitor 
impacts  on  Boston's 
people  and 
neighborhoods. 


EXPANDED 


•     Expansion  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  -  One  hundred  and  one  years  after  its 
last  acquisition,  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  in  partnership  with  the  Boston  Parks 
and  Recreation  Department  and  the  non-profit  Arboretum  Park  Conservancy, 
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• 


is  expanding  through  the  addition  of  a  24-acre  urban  wild  between  its  Bussey 
Brook  Entrance  and  the  Forest  Hills  MBTA  Station.  Through  a  $391,000 
enhancement  grant  under  the  federal  Intermodal  Surface  Transportation 
Efficiency  Act  (ISTEA),  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  will  construct  a 
new  pedestrian  connection  between  the  Arboretum  and  the  Forest  Hills 
MBTA  Station. 

Future  of  the  Franklin  Park  Zoo  -    This  past  year,  the  City  advocated  for 
and  helped  to  defeat  threatened  state  funding  cuts  of  the  Commonwealth 
Zoological  Corporation  (CZC).  As  an  outgrowth  of  this  effort,  the 
Environmental  Services  Cabinet  has  held  a  series  of  meetings  with  concerned 
citizens,  CZC  officials  and  board  members,  and  representatives  of  various 
government  agencies  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  Franklin  Park  Zoo.  The  City 
also  helped  with  the  effort  by  the  CZC  and  Bostongas  to  launch  a  natural  gas- 
driven  "Zoomobile." 

•     Improving  the  Entrance  to  the  Franklin  Park  Zoo  -  The  Boston  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department,  stewards  of  historic  Franklin  Park,  will  work 
cooperatively  with  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  and  the 
Commonwealth  Zoological  Corporation  on  improving  the  Peabody  Circle 
entrance  to  the  Franklin  Park  Zoo. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  work  to  ensure  that  Peabody  Circle  becomes 
a  public  work  of  great  pride  for  the  City  and  the  surrounding  community. 
To  accomplish  this,  the  City  aims  to  integrate  concerns  for  historic 
landscape,  traffic,  and  transit  and  pedestrian  safety  issues,  with  the  needs 
of  a  modem  zoo.  The  City  will  work  for  a  funding  allocation  under  state 
Open  Space  Bond  Bill,  enacted  in  January  1996,  which  includes  bonding 
authorization  for  the  Peabody  Circle  improvement  project. 
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EXPANDED 


•  Boston  Harbor  Islands  National  Recreation  Area  -  In  December  1 995, 
Congressman  Gerry  E.  Studds  and  others  introduced  legislation  in  the  United 
States  House  of  Representatives  to  create  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  National 
Recreation  Area.  In  September  1995,  Mayor  Menino  and  Congressman 
Studds  hosted  a  boat  tour  of  the  harbor  islands  to  highlight  the  educational 
opportunities  that  the  Harbor  Islands  National  Park  would  foster. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  of  Boston  will  work  with  the  other  harbor  island 
owners,  harbor  advocates  and  Congress  for  passage  of  the  bill  and  the 
creation  of  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  partnership  to  coordinate  federal, 
state  and  local  authorities  and  the  private  sector  in  the  development  and 
implementation  of  an  Integrated  Resource  Management  Plan. 

•  Back  to  the  Beaches  Campaign  -  The  City  worked  with  the  Boston  Harbor 
Association  and  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  (MDC)  to  educate 
residents  that  the  harbor  beaches  are  back  and  to  implement  fast-tracked 
projects  to  show  visible,  yearly  improvements.  Last  summer,  it  placed  MBTA 
"T-to-the  Sea"  Campaign  cards  in  over  400  trains  and  buses.  The  MDC  is 
renovating  the  Carson  Beach  Bathhouse  and  replenishing  sand  at  various 
beaches. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  expand  its  "T-to-the-Sea"  program  to 
promote  use  of  the  beaches,  including  participation  in  "Back  to  the 
Beaches"  Days.  The  City  will  also  continue  to  assist  the  MDC  in  its 
implementation  of  the  beaches  capital  improvements  program.  The  City 
will  issue  a  Request  For  Proposals  for  East  Boston  and  Long  Island 
pedestrian  and  bicycle  access  plans,  the  City  will  also  work  with  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Kermedy  Library  to  create  better 
public  access  along  the  waters'  edge  to  Harbor  Park  at  Columbia  Point. 


Jobs  for  those  willing 
and  able  to  work, 
including  jobs 
in  the  environmental 
field.  And 

environmental  justice 
so  that  environmental 
costs  and  benefits  are 
distributed  fairly. 
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•  Creation  of  New  Downtown  Parkland  over  the  Underground  Central  Artery 

With  the  building  of  an  underground  Central  Artery,  14.41  acres  of  open  space 
in  downtown  Boston  land  soon  will  become  available  for  design  and 
development.  (The  Central  Artery/Third  Harbor  Turmel  Project  will  create  69 
acres  in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  Chinatown  and  the  Charles  River  Basin, 
and  97  acres  on  Spectacle  Island.)  A  coordinated  city-state-community  effort 
is  planning  for  this  "ribbon  of  green"  for  2 1  st  century  downtown  Boston. 

•  Spectacle  Island:  Central  Artery/Tunnel  Project  -  The  design  for  this 
proposed  gateway  harbor  island  park  will  be  finalized  this  year.  The  City  will 
work  with  the  New  England  Aquarium  and  other  educational  institutions  to 
create  an  innovative  and  unique  program  that  will  add  a  new  dimension  to  the 
attractions  of  the  Boston  Harbor  Islands  system. 

EXPANDED  •     Gardner  Street  Landfdl  -  The  City's  Menino  Project  is  developing  a  long- 

range  plan  to  revitalize  the  landfill  for  public  access  and  use,  to  protect  natural 
habitats  on  the  site,  and  to  balance  community  needs  with  sound 
environmental  practices. 

1996  Agenda  -  With  assistance  of  its  environmental  consultants,  the  City 
will  conduct  its  preliminary  risk  assessment  and  will  conduct  meetings 
with  the  community  to  inform  the  design  that  the  reclaimed  open  space 
takes.  The  City  will  work  with  the  State  and  the  community  to  manage 
the  closure  and  redevelopment  of  the  landfill  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  state  Department  of  Environmental  Protection.  The 
City  will  apply  for  the  appropriation  of  its  fair  share  of  landfill  closure 
costs  from  the  recently-enacted  state  Open  Space  Bond  Bill. 
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•  Audubon  Nature  Preserve  at  Boston  State  Hospital  -  The  City  welcomes 
and  supports  the  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society's  effort  to  create  a  $2.3 
million  conservation  and  gardening  center  for  environmental  education  in  the 
Mattapan  neighborhood  of  the  City. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  Society  submitted  a  master  plan  to  the 
Commonwealth  for  part  of  the  Boston  State  property  is  expected  to  take 
title  to  the  site  in  early  1996.  The  City  looks  forward  to  working  with  all 
parties  on  the  implementation  plan. 

•  Restoration  and  Expansion  ofPagel  Playground  -  In  1 995,  the  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department,  through  city  capital  funds  and  a  state  Urban  Self-Help 
grant,  acquired  1.2  acres  to  expand  a  1.5  acre  abandoned  MDC  playground 
that  the  City  acquired  through  transfer  from  the  state  in  1994. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  complete  restoration  of  the  playground 
through  the  development  of  two  youth  soccer  fields. 

•  Schoolyards  Initiative  -  A  Mayoral  Task  Force,  meeting  from  December 
1994-  April  1995,  released  recommendations  in  September  1995  for  the 
revitalization  of  Boston's  1 15  public  schoolyards.  The  report  launched  a  five- 
year  public-private  partnership,  which  will  coordinate  with  the  Blue  Ribbon 
Commission  on  Schools,  to  revitalize  the  schoolyards  with  educational 
programming,  design  improvements  and  maintenance.  The  initiative  has 
planted  12,000  daffodil  bulbs. 
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Kids  and  kite  festivals 
for  young  and  old 
providing  recreation 
and  enjoyment  for 
residents  and  visitors 
alike.  And 
knowledge,  to  be 
shared  freely. 


1996  Agenda  -  The  privately  established  Fund  for  Boston  Schoolyards  has 
provided  organizational  and  planning  grants.  Fifteen  schools  plan  to 
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revitalize  their  schoolyards  this  year.  Mayor  Menino  has  allocated  $2 
million  in  capital  funds  to  improve  schoolyards. 

•     Grassroots  Project  -  This  is  the  City's  program  to  look  at  community 

sustainability  and  the  future  of  gardening.  With  collaborating  organizations  it 
helps  to  plan  and  maintain  community  gardens,  and  to  educate  gardeners. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  project  plans  a  public  awareness  campaign. 


NEW 


Operation  Boulevards  -  The  City  plans  to  improve  and  recreate  Boston's 
main  thoroughfares  into  avenues  with  spatial  presence.  By  widening 
sidewalks,  adding  more  green  space,  planting  trees  and  installing  state-of-the- 
art  traffic  signals,  this  $40  million,  four-year  project  will  create  a  safer 
environment  for  pedestrians  and  vehicles.  The  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  Public  Works  Department,  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  and 
Transportation  Department  have  worked  together  on  this  Capital 
Improvements  Project. 


E 


•     Broom  to  Bloom  -  The  Mayor's  Beautification  Initiative  will  begin  its  third 
year  of  a  City-wide  clean-up  and  beautification  program  of  squares,  medians, 
institutional  spaces.  The  program  arranges  partnerships,  maintenance 
agreements,  institutional  adoption  of  spaces,  clean-ups,  green-ups  and 
plantings. 


Land  for  work  and 
play  and  landlords 
who  maintain  their 
properties  for  their 
tenants  and  the 
neighborhood. 


1996  Agenda  -  The  City  again  provided  thousands  of  bulbs  to 
community  groups  in  all  of  the  City's  neighborhoods.  Spring  1996 
will  see  the  bloom  of  1994's  10,000  tulip  bulb  plantings  and  1995's 
1 06,000  daffodil  bulb  plantings.  Broom  to  Bloom  will  distribute 
planters  and  hanging  baskets  on  selected  arteries  in  the  City. 
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•     Boston  Youth  Clean-Up  Corps,  Red  Shirts  -  Over  2,300  youths  worked 
throughout  Boston's  neighborhoods  and,  in  only  38  days  on  the  job.  Red 
Shirts  cleaned  a  total  of  3,722  sites  and  removed  136,709  bags  from  those 
sites,  generating  over  850  tons  of  trash  for  proper  disposal. 


NEW 


•     Boston  Housing  Authority  -  The  City  will  introduce  environmental 

initiatives  to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  (BHA).  It  will  market  recycling 
programs  tailored  to  meet  the  different  needs  of  the  residents  of  Orchard  Park 
and  Mission  Main  and,  to  reduce  the  use  of  chemical  pesticides,  introduce 
Integrated  Pest  Management  at  BHA.  Twelve  projects  are  part  of  the 
Grassroots  Program,  and  all  BHA  properties  will  be  evaluated  for  the 
feasibility  of  introducing  more  urban  gardens. 


EXPANDED 


Protect  the  Urban  Forest  -  The  City  will  continue  to  implement  its 
Comprehensive  Shade  Tree  Policy.  With  new  Massachusetts  Certified 
Arborists  in  both  the  Maintenance  and  Planning  Divisions,  the  Department  has 
consolidated  the  inventory,  planning,  management  and  planting  programs  to 
implement  the  policy. 


1996  Agenda  -  With  the  consolidation  completed  in  1995,  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Department  will  oversee  the  planting  of  all  street  trees 
in  Boston  this  year.  To  help  ensure  the  long-term  health  of  this  capital 
investment,  the  Department's  goals  this  year  will  be  to  get  every  newly 
planted  tree  adopted  by  a  Friend  of  the  Boston  Urban  Forest:  by 
abutters,  neighbors,  community  associations,  businesses  and 
institutions. 
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NEW 


m 


Measurement  of  our 

progress  to  date  and 
management  of 

resources  that 
considers  local  needs 
and  concerns.  And 
media  coverage  to 
keep  the  public 
informed. 


•     Urban  Land  Acquisition  Policy  -  Mayor  Menino  allocated  $250,000  of  the 
City's  capital  budget  toward  the  acquisition  of  open  space. 

1996  Agenda  -  In  February  1996,  the  City  of  Boston  and  The  Trust  for 
Public  Land  co-sponsored  Urban  Land  Acquisition:  Leveraging  Mayor 
Menino 's  New  Open  Space  Fund  For  Public  Benefit.  The  Conference, 
which  was  the  first  Sustainable  Boston  Forum,  was  attended  by  1 20 
people  who  discussed  strategies  for  the  acquisition  and  maintenance  of 
new  open  space.  In  Spring  1996,  the  City  and  TPL  will  present  the  Mayor 
a  report  developed  from  conference  input  with  recommendations  for  an 
urban  land  acquisition  and  maintenance  policy  and  for  the  Mayor's  open 
space  fund. 


Strengthening  Park  Stewardship  through  Better  Maintenance  Management 

As  steward  of  a  2200-acre  public  realm,  the  City  through  its  Park  and 
Recreation  Commission  and  its  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  must  protect 
and  care  for  some  of  Boston's  (and  America's)  most  precious  spaces.  From 
enforcement  of  park  regulations  by  "parkkeepers,"  the  Boston  Park  Rangers, 
to  daily  litter  pick-up  by  maintenance  crews,  the  City  maintains  this  open 
space  legacy  from  centuries  past. 


1996  Agenda  -  The  City's  Tree  Superintendent,  hired  in  1995,  will  be  able 
to  manage  treework  more  efficiently.  Additional  hires  means  an  increased 
number  of  horticulture  crews.  To  address  critical  repairs,  emergencies  and 
special  constituent  complaints,  the  City  has  formed  a  "rapid  response 
team,"  composed  of  individuals  from  the  maintenance,  administrative,  and 
capital  improvements  divisions. 
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Preserve  Boston's  historic  buildings,  places  and  parklands. 


NEW 


NEW 


•  Heritage  Neighborhood  Districts  -  Eagle  Hill  Designation  -  The  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission  will  initiate  a  new  partnership  program  with 
neighborhood  preservation  organizations  to  foster  volunteer  residential 
enhancements  in  National  Register  districts.  In  1 996,  the  Commission  will 
conduct  a  pilot  program  for  the  Eagle  Hill  Neighborhood  in  East  Boston. 

•  Tremont  Street  Preservation  Trust  Grants  -  The  City  developed  a  grant 
program  to  disburse  funds  awarded  as  mitigation  for  demolition  of  the 
buildings  formerly  at  11 0-1 20  Tremont  Street. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  has  awarded  $297,500  in  matching  grants  for 
improvements  to  historic  buildings  and  open  space  and  will  work  with 
recipients  to  complete  the  projects. 

•  Washington  Street  Task  Force  -  The  Mayor  and  the  community  are 
producing  a  strategic  plan  to  implement  physical  and  economic  revitalization 
along  this  historic  corridor. 

1996  Agenda  -  In  January  1996,  the  Mayor  appointed  a  26-person  Task 
Force  that  will  meet  monthly  in  1 996  to  develop  an  action  plan  for  the 
Washington  Street  corridor  in  the  South  End  and  Lower  Roxbury.  The 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission  is  participg^ting  on  the  Task  Force.  The 
Commission  is  also  working  with  the  Boston  Society  of  Architects  to 
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Neighborhoods  that 
are  clean  and  safe,  and 
exhibit  pride  of  place, 
with  residents  who  are 
involved  in  keeping 
them  that  way.  And 
networking  between 
industry,  merchants, 
neighbors  and 
government  to  share 
knowledge. 
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conduct  a  Washington  Street  Charrette,  scheduled  for  September  1 996, 
that  will  focus  on  Washington  Street  from  Downtown  Crossing  to  Forest 
Hills. 


NEW 


•     Historic  Theater  Charrette  -   The  City  will  sponsor  an  economic  charrette 
and  associated  public  events  to  promote  re-use  of  the  Paramount,  Opera  House 
and  Modem  Theaters  on  Washington  Street,  in  partnership  with  the  National 
Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  and  the  Boston  Preservation  Alliance. 


Lighting  Historic  Boston  -  The  City  is  assisting  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  in  its  effort  to  light  Longfellow  Bridge.  The  City  is  working 
with  a  broad  coalition  including  its  non-profit  partners  to  identify  and  light 
historic  sites  in  Boston  that  would  be  appropriate  to  light. 

Demolition  Delay  -  A  new  City-wide  zoning  ordinance  provides  90  days  to 
study  options  to  the  demolition  of  buildings  that  are  architecturally  significant 
or  critical  to  the  urban  fabric.  Since  enacted  in  March  1995,  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission  has  conducted  100  demolition  reviews,  has  held  1 1 
public  hearings  and  has  invoked  demolition  delay  four  times.  The  City  will 
continue  to  apply  the  Ordinance  when  appropriate. 


NEW 


•     City  Archeology  Program  -  The  City  is  reinstating  its  archeology  program  to 
connect  Boston's  residents  to  the  City's  rich  prehistoric  and  historic  past.  The 
Program  will  also  foster  greater  awareness  and  appreciation  of  the  downtown 
and  neighborhood  burying  grounds  as  sensitive  archeological  resources.  In 
1996,  the  City  will  bring  classroom  instruction  in  archaeology  to  Boston 
Public  School  students  and  develop  a  strong  volunteer  component  for  the  City 
Archeology  Program. 
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•  Historic  Burying  Grounds  Initiative  -  As  steward  of  Boston's  16  historic 
burying  grounds,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  is  celebrating  the  1 0th- 
year  anniversary  of  this  restoration  initiative.  In  the  past  decade,  public  and 
private  sources  funded  more  than  $3  million  in  restoration  projects.  The 
Initiative  continues  to  work  with  neighborhood  and  civic  groups,  historic 
societies,  and  other  friends  groups  to  identify  restoration,  conservation,  and 
landscape  concerns  in  the  1 6  sites.  The  Initiative  is  recognized  as  a  national 
model  of  preservation  management  for  such  landscapes. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  complete  landscape  restoration,  gravestone 
conservation,  disability  access,  and  fencing  projects  at  King's  Chapel 
Burying  Ground.  Gravestones  and  tombs  will  receive  major  capital 
improvements  at  the  Granary.  The  city  capital  program  will  fund  tomb 
repair  at  Dorchester  North  Burying  Ground.  Tree  installation  and 
landscape  restoration  will  be  completed  at  the  Bennington  Street  Cemetery 
in  East  Boston.  Tomb  restoration  at  the  South  End  Burying  Ground  is  in 
design  this  year. 

•  Neighborhood  Connections:  Rangers  in  the  Neighborhood  -  The  City  aims 
to  connect  Boston's  environment  and  history  through  new  neighborhood- 
based  programs  for  both  children  and  adults,  using  a  National  Park  Service 
grant  of  $50,000. 
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Open  space  for  nature 
and  people  to  interact, 
including  parks, 
gardens,  oceans  and 
active  and  passive 
recreation  areas. 


1996  Agenda  -  The  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  has  initiated 
programs  in  Dorchester,  Mattapan  and  East  Boston  and  Roxbury  for  adults 
and  children  interpreting  the  connection  between  Boston's  environment 
and  its  history.  As  of  February  1996,  four  middle  schools  (Woodrow 
Wilson,  Dorchester;  Dearborn,  Roxbury;  Lewenberg,  Mattapan;  and 
Umana-Barnes,  East  Boston)  began  their  Boston  Park  Ranger-led 
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neighborhood  history  curricula.  Research  for  spring  adult  programs  is 
underway. 

•     Neighborhood  Brochures  -  The  City  is  printing  and  distributing  a  series  of 
brochures  highlighting  the  historical  development  and  architectural  legacy  of 
Boston's  neighborhoods. 

1996  Agenda  -  Eight  of  the  twelve  brochures  in  the  series  have  been 
printed  and  are  being  distributed.  The  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
has  identified  partial  funding  for  the  remaining  four  brochures,  will  secure 
the  remaining  funds  in  1 996,  and  will  expand  its  distribution  plan. 


NEW 


NEW 


•  Historic  District  Newsletter  -  The  City  will  develop  and  distribute  a 
publication  with  pertinent  preservation  information  to  foster  awareness  of 
district  guidelines  in  the  City's  seven  local  historic  districts. 

•  Landmark  Fact  Sheet  Program  -  The  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
intends  to  prepare  one-page  information  sheets  on  designated  Boston 
landmarks.  This  year,  it  will  prepare  sheets  for  all  landmarks  designated  in 
1996  and  begin  to  prepare  sheets  for  prior  designations. 


•     South  End  Landmark  District  Signage  -  The  City  is  completing  the 

installation  of  special  street  signs  for  the  City's  largest  local  historic  district. 

1996  Agenda  -  Having  secured  funding  commitments  and  design 
approvals,  the  City  is  setting  a  schedule  for  fabrication  and  installation  of 
signs  on  arterials. 
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EXPANDED 


RECOMMENDA  TION  4 

Promote  reduction,  reuse  and  recycling  of  wastes 
at  home,  school  and  work. 


Recycling  at  Home 

•  Recycling  your  trash:    Curbside  Recycling  Program  -  On  November  15, 
1995,  the  Curbside  Recycling  Program  celebrated  its  first  year  anniversary. 
The  program  has  incorporated  287  apartment  buildings.  It  has  expanded 
collectable  items,  announced  in  a  city-wide  mailing  to  residents,  to  include 
mixed  paper,  junk  mail,  paperboard,  milk  cartons,  juice  boxes,  and  plastic 
containers  designated  fi"om  1  to  7. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  Recycling  Program's  primary  goal  is  to  increase 
residents'  participation  in  all  of  its  services.    In  February  1996,  the  City 
mailed  a  new  Recycling  Guide  to  all  Boston  residents.  In  March,  the  City 
received  a  $306,000  grant  fi-om  the  state  to  be  used  to  enhance  our 
education  program  and  to  buy  capital  equipment.  In  February  and  March, 
the  City  initiated  a  campaign  that  included  a  recycling  challenge  and 
lottery.  The  City  will  also  participate  in  a  Public  Opinion/Market 
Research  Study  to  identify  the  factors  that  influence  public  participation  in 
residential  recycling. 

•  Collecting  household  hazardous  wastes  -  An  Automotive  Waste  Recycling 
Day  drew  200  residents  on  April  22,  1995.  The  City  collected  1750  gallons  of 
motor  oil,  700  tires,  and  100  batteries.  The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer 
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Quality-of-Iife 

advocates  who  work 
for  the  non-economic 
aspects  of  vibrant 
city  life. 


Commission  actively  participated  in  the  event  and  paid  for  the  collection  and 
discharge  of  motor  oil.  A  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Day  in  June  1995 
drew  265  cars  and  collected  5500  gallons  of  waste,  more  gallons  per  car  than 
at  any  other  collection. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  Recycling  Program  will  use  part  of  its  grant  from  the 
state  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  for  equipment  to  store  used 
paint  and  motor  oil.  The  Recycling  Program,  Environment,  and  Fire 
Departments  are  working  together  to  find  locations  for  four  neighborhood 
drop-off  sites  for  used  paint  and  motor  oil.  The  Public  Opinion/Market 
Research  Study  to  be  conducted  by  the  City  will  also  identify  factors 
influencing  public  participation  in  used-oil  collection  programs.  The 
Recycling  Program  will  conduct  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Days  in 
1996. 


•     Composting  food  and  yard  waste:  The  second  Fall  Curbside  Leaf  Collection 
Program  ran  the  last  Saturday  in  October  and  the  first  three  Saturdays  in 
November  1995.  One  hundred  more  tons  were  collected  than  in  1994,  a  25% 
increase.  The  leaves  were  also  cleaner,  producing  a  better  compost.  In 
November  1995,  the  City  held  a  Backyard  Composting  Workshop  at  the 
Franklin  Park  Zoo. 

1996  Agenda  -  In  April,  the  City  promotes  Spring  Leaf  Collection.  Home 
Composting  Bins  can  be  purchased  at  Franklin  Park  Zoo  and  the  Boston 
Building  Materials  Coop.  Sales  revenues  are  used  to  purchase  more  bins. 
The  City  is  seeking  additional  retail  outlets.  Boston  also  received  an 
award  of  400  additional  compost  bins  from  the  state  Department  of 
Environmental  Program's  Recycling  Grant  Program. 
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Recycling  at  School 


EXPANDED 


•  STRIVE  -  The  I  >oston  Public  Schools  operates  STRIVE  (Supported  Training 
to  Reach  Independence  through  Vocational  Experience),  which  provides 
recycling  jobs  for  high  school  students  with  disabilities  in  more  than  100 
Boston  public  schools.  STRIVE  plans  to  expand  recycling  to  all  schools. 

•  Environmental  Education  Initiative  -The  Environmental  Services  Cabinet 
will  work  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools  to  integrate 
systematic  environmental  education  into  the  curriculum.  Currently, 
envirorunental  education  takes  place  at  the  initiative  of  teachers  and  schools. 
The  Recycling  Program  offers  recycling  curriculum  and  makes  classroom 
presentations.  A  Conservation  Clown  makes  K-3  grade  classroom 
presentations. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  work  to  bring  the  ABCsfor  a  Sustainable 
Boston,  presented  in  the  margins  of  this  Blueprint,  to  Boston  schools 
as  a  framework  for  early  environmental  education. 
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Reducing  wastes 
as  much  as  possible. 
Reusing  what  we  can 
And  recycling  the 
rest. 


Recycling  at  Work 


EXPAIVDED 


•     City  Hall  Recycling  Program  -  Center  House,  a  non-profit  social  service 
agency  hires  disabled  workers  to  collect  white  paper  at  City  Hall.  Revenues 
from  collected  paper  pays  worker  salaries. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  expand  its  City  Hall  Recycling  Program  to 
include  white  and  colored  paper,  computer  paper,  junk  mail  and  file 
folders.  Each  employee  will  receive  a  recycling  box. 
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•  Strengthening  Boston 's  "Buy  Recycled"  Procurement  Policy  -  The  City 
announced  that,  when  economically  available,  it  will  purchase  paper 
containing  the  amount  of  postconsumer  recycled  content  set  forth  in  President 
Clinton's  Executive  Order  12873. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City,  which  already  purchases  many  recycled  paper 
and  plastic  products,  will  work  to  expand  the  list  of  products  that  it  ''Buys 
Recycled." 

Recycling  on  the  Way  to  Work 

•  MASSPIRG  AND  MB TA  Newspaper  Recycling  -  The  City  worked 
cooperatively  with  the  MBTA  and  MASSPIRG  to  begin  a  newspaper 
recycling  program  at  Boston  MBTA  stations  including  Back  Bay,  Forest  Hills, 
Kenmore,  Park  and  South  Stations.  In  nine  months,  the  MBTA  has  kept 
135,450  pounds  of  newspaper  out  of  the  waste  stream. 
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NEW 


NEW 


RECOMMENDA  TION  5 

Enhance  transportation  options  and  experiences 
for  getting  from  place  to  place  by  land  or  by  sea. 


Downtown  Transportation  Plan  Implementation  -  To  further  enhance 
Boston's  reputation  as  a  walking  city,  the  City  will  implement  its  Downtown 
Transportation  Plan.  The  Plan  addresses  how  pedestrian,  bicycle  and 
vehicular  mobility  within  downtown  Boston  can  be  complementary.  It 
includes  the  redesign  and  rehabilitation  of  selected  downtown  streets.  The 
City  will  initiate  a  public  process  for  the  redesign  of  Old  State  House  Square 
at  the  intersection  of  Congress  and  State  Streets  and  the  expansion  of  sidewalk 
areas  along  Franklin  Street. 

Central  Artery/Tunnel  Project:  Surface  Transportation  Action  Forum 
(STAF)  -  In  June  1995,  the  Mayor  released  a  new  City  of  Boston  surface 
street  plan  for  the  area  between  Causeway  and  Summer  Streets  to  reconnect 
Boston's  downtown  with  the  harborfront  after  the  existing  elevated  artery  is 
removed.  He  reaffirmed  his  commitment  to  establish  a  pedestrian-  and 
bicycle-friendly  environment  that  will  reestablish  City-scale  streets  in 
downtown  Boston.  The  Surface  Transportation  Action  Forum  (STAF),  a 
coalition  of  over  30  groups,  worked  to  develop  and  refine  the  Mayor's  Plan. 


Sustainability 
from  A  to  Z. 


1996  Agenda;  The  City  will  publish  the  Consensus  Plan  of  the 
Surface  Transportation  Action  Forum.  It  will  complete  a  consensus 
plan  for  STAF  South  that  addresses  the  area  between  Summer  and 
Kneeland  Streets.  As  part  of  the  Boston  2000  Working  Group  process, 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  will  establish  a  committee  to 
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address  open  space  ownership  and  maintenance  issues  for  air-rights 
parkland  above  the  corridor. 


NEW 


Main  Streets  Transportation  Plans  -In  collaboration  with  the  businesses  and 
residents  of  Boston's  Main  Streets  districts,  the  Boston  Transportation 
Department  will  take  steps  to  alleviate  traffic  congestion,  address  parking 
issues  and  enhance  pedestrian  safety.  It  will  prepare  a  long-term 
transportation  plan  for  each  district  to  support  local  business  and  community 
revitalization. 


1996  Agenda:  The  City  will  implement  pilot  programs  for  the 
Roslindale  Square  and  Maverick  Square  Main  Streets  districts. 

Harbor  Transportation  -  The  City  is  supporting  ongoing  studies  to  encourage 
harbor  transportation  in  Boston  by  reexamining  shuttle  routes  and  terminal 
options.  A  museum  shuttle  ran  during  Summer  1995,  and  the  East  Boston 
ferry  began  operation  in  August  1995. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  will  support  the  private  endeavor  to  bring 
additional  water  transportation  between  the  South  Shore  and  downtown 
waterfront. 


NEW 


•     Boston  Bicycle  Initiative  -  The  Boston  Transportation  Department  has 
established  a  program  to  encourage  bicycling  (1)  in  Boston  neighborhoods, 
(2)  along  paths  through  the  City's  natural  and  built  resources,  and  (3)  to 
commute  to  work.  The  City  will  appoint  a  Boston  Bicycle  Advisory 
Committee  consisting  of  bicyclists,  interested  residents  from  the 
neighborhoods,  advocacy  groups  and  public  agencies.  Within  a  year  of 
appointment,  the  Committee  will  publish  a  Boston  Bicycle  Policy.  In  1996, 
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NEW 


NEW 


the  City  will  organize  a  Bike  Week  event,  institute  a  spot  repair  program  and 
advocate  for  its  $175,000  CMAQ  (Congestion  Mitigation  and  Air  Quality) 
application  for  bike  racks. 

•  Freedom  Trail  Revitalization  -  To  update  this  major  tourist  attraction,  the 
City's  Menino  Project  is  participating  in  a  planning  study  with  the  National 
Park  Service  for  improvements  to  the  Freedom  Trail.  Upon  completion  of  the 
plamiing  process,  the  City  will  then  develop  its  own  plan  for  infrastructure 
improvements  to  the  trail. 

•  Calf  Pasture  -  The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission's  sale  of  its  Calf 
Pasture  parcel,  on  Columbia  Point  in  Dorchester,  to  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  will  enable  the  connection  of  the  Harbor  Walk  on  Columbia 
Point  with  old  Harbor  Park. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  Commission  anticipates  the  sale  of  this  property  to  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  in  1996. 

•  Pedestrian  Safety  -  In  March  1 996,  the  City  announced  its  educational  and 
reform  campaign  to  encourage  obedience  of  traffic  laws.  The  City  will 
promote  and  seek  legislation  that  will  make  enforcement  of  traffic  laws  easier. 

•  Obtain  Boston 's  Share  oflSTEA  Enhancements  and  CMAQ  Funds  - 

Boston  will  seek  a  proportional  share  of  funding  for  projects  under  the  ISTEA 
(Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act)  and  CMAQ  (Congestion 
Mitigation  and  Air  Quality).  Boston's  share  of  the  MAPC  (Metropolitan  Area 
Planning  Commission)  region  is  20%,  and  the  City  aims  to  secure  a  total  of 
$2.5  million  in  grants  in  1996  through  its  applications. 


Transportation 

options  that  include 
water  taxis,  bicycles, 
public  transit, 
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modes— and  alternate 
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RECOMMENDA  TION  6 
Make  Sustainable  Improvements  to  Boston's  Water  Quality 


m 


Understanding  of 

ideas  and  people  so 
that  we  may  work 
together  to  shape 
a  common  vision. 


•  Protection  of  Boston 's  Water  Quality  -  Through  the  City's  three  seats  on  the 
MWRvX  Board  of  Directors,  Boston  is  able  to  affect  system-wide  water  quaUty 
issues,  including  protecting  Boston's  beaches  by  planning  for  the  removal  of 
combined  sewer  overflows  (CSOs)  and  stormdrains.  The  City  also  advocates 
for  proactive  watershed  planning  and  acquisition  of  land  around  reservoirs  to 
ensure  that  tap  water  is  of  the  highest  quality.  Through  these  efforts,  our 
cleaner  harbor  and  beaches  remain  clean  and  our  drinking  water  some  of  the 
best  in  the  country. 

•  Stabilization  of  Water  Rates  and  Quality  Improvements  -  The  Boston  Water 
and  Sewer  Commission,  through  prudent  fiscal  management  and  improved 
operational  efficiencies,  was  able  to  avert  a  water  and  sewer  rate  increase  for 
its  customers  in  calendar  year  1996.  This  represents  the  third  consecutive  year 
of  a  zero  percent  rate  increase.  The  Commission  credits  this  accomplishment 
in  part  to  its  active  monitoring  of  Massachusetts  Water  Resources  Authority 
(MWRA)  capital  investments.  The  Commission  recently  reorganized  and  is 
implementing  many  internal  cost-cutting  measures  to  save  ratepayers  money. 


1996  Agenda  -  The  BWSC  is  projecting  a  level  funded  operating  budget 
in  1996. 

•     Combined  Sewer  Overflow  (CSO)  Plan  -  The  Massachusetts  Water  Resources 
Authority  (MWRA),  the  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission,  and  City 
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agencies  are  reviewing  and  commenting  on  the  CSO  Plan  for  Boston.  The 
plan  includes  numerous  projects  to  be  completed  by  the  Commission  and 
MWRA  to  eliminate  or  dramatically  reduce  the  volume  and  frequency  of 
CSOs  that  discharge  to  Boston  Harbor,  especially  in  recreational  and  shellfish 
bed  areas.  The  work  will  also  include  redirection  of  some  stormdrains  away 
from  beaches  and  shellfish  areas. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  will  complete 
sewer  separation  in  the  Port  Norfolk  section  of  Dorchester.  City 
Departments  will  review  all  siting  issues  regarding  other  projects  in  the 
CSO  Plan  and  comment  through  appropriate  environmental  review 
processes  to  the  MWRA. 

•      Illegal  Connection  Remediation  -  The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer 

Commission's  Illegal  Connection  Remediation  Program  identifies  and 
corrects  sanitary  sewer  service  pipes  from  homes  and  businesses  that  are 
illegally  connected  to  stormdrains  rather  than  sanitary  or  combined  sewers. 
The  Commission  makes  the  corrections  at  no  direct  cost  to  homeowners.  In 
1995,  the  Commission  corrected  45  illegal  connections,  and  an  additional  six 
were  corrected  by  property  owners.  Approximately  8,000  gallons  per  day  of 
untreated  sewage  that  was  being  discharged  from  stormdrains  directly  to 
Boston's  surface  waters  is  now  being  transported  in  sewers  to  MWRA's 
wastewater  treatment  plants. 

1996  Agenda  -  Approximately  74  illegal  connections  will  be  corrected  in 
1996  under  two  separate  contracts. 

•     Charles  River  Watershed  Association  IM3  Project  -  The  IM3  Project  is  a  five 
year  study  (1994  -1999)  aimed  at  increasing  understanding  of  the  physical, 
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biological  and  chemical  processes  governing  the  overall  health  of  the  Charles 
River  and  its  tributaries.  The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  is 
supporting  and  working  with  project  officials  to  assess  water  quality  impacts 
on  the  Charles  River  from  stormwater  runoff.  The  project  will  produce  a 
management  plan  to  improve  the  ecological  health  of  the  river.  The  recently 
released  Phase  I  Report  highlighted  results  of  wet  and  dry  weather  sampling  in 
1994-1995. 


Walkable  city  on 
the  water  where 
wetlands  are  preserved 
and  residents  have  access. 


1996  Agenda  -  BWSC  is  performing  field  investigations  of  stormdrains 
discharging  to  the  Charles  River,  based  on  IM3  sampling  results.  BWSC 
is  also  actively  participating  in  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency's 
Charles  River  Task  Force  2005  to  restore  the  Charles  River  to  fishable  and 
swimmable  status  by  the  year  2005. 


•  Improving  Water  Quality  in  the  Emerald  Necklace  -  The  Boston  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department,  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission,  and  other  City 
agencies  are  working  with  state  and  federal  officials  to  develop  a  plan  to 
improve  water  quality  in  the  Muddy  River  —  the  water  link  for  several 
Emerald  Necklace  parks.  To  this  end,  the  City  is  creating  an  advisory 
committee. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  City  helped  secure  bond  authorization  in  the  1996 
state  Open  Space  Bond  Bill  for  implementation  of  the  Plan,  and  will  work 
to  see  that  funds  are  appropriated.  The  Muddy  River  Plan  (the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  feasibility  study)  will  be  completed  in  1996. 

•  Pine  Neck  Creek  Storm  Drainage  System  Investigation  -  In  February  1 995, 
Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  began  smoke  testing  and  television 
inspections  of  stormdrains,  combined  sewers  and  sanitary  sewers  for  bacterial 
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contamination  in  the  Pine  Neck  Creek  drainage  area.  This  work  has  been 
completed.  Some  minor  structural  deficiencies  in  the  wastewater  system  have 
been  identified.  Preliminary  indications  suggest  that  animal/pet  waste  may 
also'be  a  major  contributor  of  bacteria  to  Tenean  Beach. 

1996  Agenda  -  Wet  weather  sampling  of  flows  in  the  Pine  Neck  Creek  is 
underway.  Project  completion  is  anticipated  in  early  1996. 

•     Stony  Brook  System  Study  -  This  study,  expected  to  be  completed  by  Boston 
•    Water  and  Sewer  Commission  in  1 997,  will  analyze  the  system  of  combined 
sewers  and  examine  measures  to  reduce  CSO  discharges  from  the  Stony 
Brook  System  to  the  Muddy  and  Charles  Rivers. 
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RECOMMENDATION  7 

Provide  the  leadership  to  "weave  an  environmental  conscience" 

into  Boston  present  and  future. 


EXPANDED 


Revitalizing  City  Hall  Plaza  -  In  1994,  under  the  direction  of  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  various  City  agencies  conducted  a  well-received 
design  competition,  for  which  a  catalog  was  issued  in  late  1995. 

1996  Agenda  -  This  year  the  City  formed  the  Partnership  for  City  Hall 
Plaza.  This  public/private  partnership,  which  has  already  chosen  its 
executive  director,  will  develop  a  plan  for  physical  and  programmatic 
revitalization.  One  new  idea  for  the  Plaza,  suggested  by  celebrated  cellist 
Yo  Yo  Ma,  includes  a  music  garden.  The  involvement  of  prominent 
business,  government  and  cultural  leaders  in  this  partnership  bodes  well 
for  City  Hall  Plaza  as  it  is  transformed  from  its  60' s  "New  Boston"  image 
to  a  city-wide  usable  space  for  an  international,  2 1  st  century  Boston.  The 
City  intends  to  design  a  pedestrian  connection  from  City  Hall  Plaza  to  the 
Fanueil  Hall  area. 


Clean  Cities  Commission  -  The  City  has  rejuvenated  the  Clean  Cities 
Commission,  The  Commission's  objective  will  be  the  acquisition,  design  and 
maintenance  of  the  public  realm  in  downtown  and  throughout  Boston's 
neighborhoods.  To  accomplish  this,  the  City  will  seek  private  funds  with 
which  to  enhance  Boston's  visual  environment. 
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1996  Agenda  -  In  February  1996,  the  Environmental  Services  Cabinet 
appointed  a  staff  person  to  operate  the  Clean  City  Commission.  This  year 
will  be  devoted  to  planning  specific  programs  for  the  Commission. 

Develop  a  New  Public  Transit  Policy  for  Boston 's  Neighborhoods  -  The 
Boston  Transportation  Department  will  head  a  group  including  City  agencies 
and  advocacy  groups  to  address  and  publish  recommendations  concerning  the 
inadequate  public  transit  service  to  many  residential,  business,  parkland  and 
industrial  areas  of  Boston. 


1996  Agenda:  The  City  will  begin  design  of  street  and  sidewalk 
reconstruction  for  the  Washington  Street  Transit  Replacement  Service. 
It  will  evaluate  restarting  Arborway  Green  Line  service  in  Jamaica 
Plain  on  Center  and  South  Streets.  It  will  also  work  on  alignment  of 
the  Urban  Ring  transit  system.  It  will  develop  a  Public  Transit  for 
Boston 's  Neighborhoods  in  the  2 1st  Century  policy. 

•     Central  Artery/ Tunnel  -  A  number  of  committees  generally  monitor 

progress  on  the  CA/T  Project.  A  committee  made  up  of  senior  city  and  state 
officials  coordinates  CA/T  Project  issues  to  minimize  construction  impacts 
and  to  ensure  mitigation  for  aspects  of  the  project. 

1996  Agenda  -  An  open  space  management  committee,  made  up  of  city 
and  state  officials,  has  formed  to  address  fiiture  design,  funding, 
disposition,  management  and  maintenance  issues  associated  with 
parklands  created  as  mitigation  for  the  CA/T  Project.  Additionally,  the 
Environment  Department,  Boston  Landmarks  Commission,  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission,  and  the  CA/T  Project  Conservator  meet  monthly 
to  review  and  mitigate  impacts  of  the  project  on  historic  buildings  and 
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other  environmental  concerns.  The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission 
is  ensuring  the  provision  of  new  water  main,  sewers,  and  stormdrains  in 
areas  affected  by  the  CA/T  Project. 

Watershed  Planning  -  The  City  works  with  other  municipalities  and  state 
agencies  on  the  implementation  of  a  Resource  Management  Plan  for  the  Area 
of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACECs)  on  the  Neponset.  The  Boston 
Water  and  Sewer  Commission  (BWSC)  is  providing  technical  assistance  and 
support  to  the  Neponset  River  Watershed  Association,  Save  the  Harbor/Save 
the  Bay  and  citizen  monitoring  groups  to  identify  and  remediate  sources  of 
bacterial  contamination  to  the  Neponset  River  and  Constitution  Beach. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  BWSC  projects  will  be  ongoing  in  1996.  The  City 
will  continue  to  work  with  other  municipalities  and  the  State  to  ensure  that 
the  MDC  Master  Plan  and  the  Neponset  Greenway  Projects  are  part  of  the 
Neponset  Resource  Management  Plan. 

Alternative  Fuel  Vehicles  Promotion  -  The  City  lobbied  the  Governor  and 
the  Legislature  against  any  change  in  its  mandate  that  2%  of  automobiles 
offered  for  sale  be  Zero  Emission  Vehicles.  It  is  examining  opportunities  to 
add  electric  and  alternative  fuel  vehicles  to  the  City's  fleet.  A  citywide 
request  for  alternative  vehicles  was  submitted  to  the  Metropolitan  Area 
Plarming  Commission  in  September  1995.  The  City  supports  efforts  to  bring 
electric  and  alternative  vehicle  manufacturing  facilities  to  Boston. 

Electric  Utility  Deregulation  -  The  pending  deregulation  of  electric  utilities 
presents  both  opportunities  and  concerns  for  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
NFW     O^^""^  Environment  Department  will  take  an  active  role  in  tracking  federal  and  state 
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processes  to  ensure  that  deregulation  promotes  the  interests  of  the  City  and  its 
citizens  in  energy  conservation,  sustainable  energy  use  and  economic  justice. 

•  Zoning  Initiatives  -  Various  City  departments  have  submitted  comments 
designed  to  strengthen  existing  ordinances  and  new  ordinances  to  provide 
environmental  protection  from  the  impact  of  economic  development.  Various 
City  Departments  also  provide  assistance  in  the  neighborhood  re-zoning 
process,  such  as  suggesting  the  use  of  the  Conservation  Protection  Subdistrict 
or  the  Open  Space  Subdistrict  provisions. 

•  Environmental  Review  Process:  By  preparing  comments  on  city  and  state 
environmental  reviews,  the  City's  Environmental  Review  Coordinator 
consolidates  all  of  the  City's  concerns  and  presents  a  cohesive  City  position  at 
key  stages  in  the  development  of  major  projects.  This  holistic  approach 
provides  a  critical  forum  for  the  City  to  promote  a  Sustainable  Boston. 

•  Air  Pollution  Control  Commission  -  The  City  of  Boston  Air  Pollution 
Control  Commission  (APCC)  protects  the  City's  environmental  health  by 
enforcing  the  City's  air  and  noise  regulations.  The  APCC  administers  parking 
freezes  required  by  the  Federal  Clean  Air  Act  and  State  Implementation  Plan. 
In  its  effort  to  reduce  air  pollution,  the  APCC  uses  its  regulatory  authority  to 
limit  the  growth  of  parking  facilities,  promote  commuter  mobility  programs, 
add  vanpool  parking  and  bicycle  storage  facilities. 

1996  Agenda  -  The  Air  Pollution  Control  Commission  will  begin  to 
implement  the  East  Boston  Parking  Freeze,  which  limits  the  number  of 
rental  car  and  "park  and  fly"  parking  spaces  in  the  East  Boston 
neighborhood.  The  APCC  will  continue  to  administer  the  Downtown 
Freeze  and  will  work  with  the  state  Department  of  Environmental 
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Protection  and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  on  the  South  Boston 
Freeze.  As  mainhne  construction  of  the  Central  Artery  picks  up  this 
summer,  the  APCC  will  work  with  CA/T  staff  to  help  minimize  air  and 
noise  impacts.  Commission  staff  will  also  cooperate  with  the  Harvard 
School  of  Public  Health  in  programs  to  monitor  air  pollution  in  Boston. 
The  APCC  and  the  City  are  seeking  legislation  that  would  help  identify 
vehicles  producing  excess  emissions  and  notify  their  owners  of  the 
problem. 

•     Conservation  Commission  -  The  Boston  Conservation  Commission  (BCC) 
administers  the  State  Wetlands  Protection  Act  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
BCC  determines  wetlands  boundaries,  places  conditions  on  development 
affecting  wetlands  resources,  and  protects  wetlands  from  illegal  dumping  and 
filling.  Urban  run-off  is  a  major  component  of  harbor  pollution,  and  the 
Commission  is  a  leader  in  using  the  regulatory  process  to  promote  new  and 
irmovative  mitigation  measures.  The  BCC  uses  "bio-swales"  to  filter  surface 
water  run-off,  pump-out  facilities  for  recreational  boaters,  and  oil/grit 
separators  for  paved  areas.  In  support  of  BWSC's  program,  the  BCC  requires 
"Don't  Dump-Drains  to..."  catch  basin  plaques  and  stencils  for  all  catch 
Z/OOS  like  rranKlin  basins  on  project  sites.  The  BCC  also  extends  to  the  City's  open  space  by 

Park  where  adults  and  negotiating  conservation  restrictions  including  provisions  for  perpetual 
children  see  nature  maintenance  and  public  access. 

from  other  lands.  1996  Agenda-The  BCC  will  increase  enforcement  efforts  to  target  illegal 

filling  of  wetlands.  The  BCC  will  negotiate  two  new  conservation 
restrictions,  which  will  add  more  than  20  new  acres  of  publicly  accessible 
open  space.  The  BCC  will  continue  work  with  local  groups  on  the 
Neponset  and  East  Boston  Greenways  projects. 
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•     Into  the  21st  Century  -  To  better  manage  our  built  and  natural  resources, 
Environmental  Services,  along  with  other  City  cabinets,  will  be  working 
closely  with  the  City's  Management  &  Information  Services  (MIS) 
Department  to  explore  new  ways  to  use  technology  for  today  and  tomorrow. 
One  area  where  the  City  seeks  to  increase  its  capabilities  is  with  geographic 
information  systems  (GIS).  The  City  has  already  installed  the  Parks  Capital 
Management  Information  System  (PCMIS).  The  City  recently  joined  Public 
Technology,  Inc.  (PTI),  an  organization  that  gathers  and  shares  information  on 
a  wide  range  of  municipal  issues.  One  of  PTI's  central  tenets  is  Sustainable 
Development.  Membership  in  Public  Technology,  Inc.  gives  the  City  access 
to  the  best  and  latest  ideas  for  municipal  government  that  are  already  working 
nationwide. 
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The  City  of  Boston  is  accessible  via  the  Internet.  Our  web  site  can  be  found 
at  www.ci.boston.ma.us.    Download  this  document.  Visit  Cyberhall  and 

find  out  the  latest.  Take  a  picture  tour  of  some  of  Boston's  finest  landmarks, 
assessing  on-line,  job  postings,  city  bids  and  other  City  information. 

You  can  reach  us  by  computer  modem  through  BOSNET  —  Boston's 
"Electronic  City  Hall"  -  by  dialing  635-DATA  (8,N,1),  or  by  calling  the  City's 
MIS  Help  Desk  at  635-SERV. 

You  can  always  call  the  Mayor's  24  Hour  Service  at  (617)  635-4500.  You 
can  write  the  Mayor: 

Mayor  Thomas  M.  Menino 

Environmental  Blueprint 

Boston  City  Hall 

Boston,  MA  02201 

You  can  communicate  with  the  City  of  Boston's  Environmental  Services 
Cabinet,  by  calling  (617)  635-3425  or  wrifing  to: 

Cathleen  Douglas  Stone 

Chief  of  Environmental  Services 

Boston  City  Hall,  Room  603 

Boston,  MA  02201. 

Thank  you  for  reading  the  1996  Environmental  Blueprint  and  for  your 
interest  in  Boston's  quality  of  life.  We  hope  to  hear  from  you. 
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City  of  Boston 

Environmental  Services  Cabinet 

Departments  and  Programs 

Environment  Department 
i 
Inspectional  Services  Department 

Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission 

f 

Transportation  Department 

Recycling  Program 

(Public  Works  Department) 

Open  Space  Planning 

(Parks  and  Recreation  Department) 

i 

wlmsted  System  Revitalization 

(Parks  and  Recreation  Department) 

Grassroots  Program 

Sustainable  Boston 
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